INTRODUCTION
Snakes are perhaps one of the most difficult vertebrate groups to survey (Groombridge and Luxmoore 1991) . Reticulated Python Malayopython reticulatus (Schneider 1801) is rare, largest and least recorded snake in India (Sharma 2003, Whitaker and Captain 2004) . Two species of pythons (Reptilia; Squamata; Pythonidae) are reported in India i.e., Indian Rock Python (Python molurus) and Reticulated Python (Python reticulatus). After taxonomic changes made by Reynolds et al. (2014) the name has been changed as Malayopython reticulatus (Schneider 1801) . Python is locally (in Nicobarese) called as 'Yammai' or 'Tulanth' (Chandi 2006) and 'hmøsøy' (in Shobaengs) literally it means snake in Shompen's linguistics (van Driem 2010). Here, we provide the morphometric measurements of two individuals of recovered reticulated python (Table  1) . We deliberated with its occurrence of this rare species after tsunami from Great Nicobar Island, India. This article also explained about threats posed for the reptiles and its conservation strategies. 
Distribution
Reticulated python distributed throughout South and Southeast Asia and its associated Islands, during the Pleistocene period's sea-level changes probably to the isolation of these taxa (Auliya et al. 2002) . Hence that far out across the sea it ranges from western Bangladesh, Myanmar, Thailand, Vietnam, Cambodia, Indonesia, Malaysia, Singapore and Philippines (Groombridge and Luxmoore 1991 , David and Vogel 1996 , Gaulke et al. 1998 , Das 2002 . In India, it has very limited distribution, it occupies in the Nicobar group of Islands also rarely recorded in North eastern part of India (Daniel 1983 , Tikader 1983 , Whitaker and Captain 2004 . However, it was recently recorded from Baidyabati canal in the Ganges river of Hooghly, West Bengal (Mukherjee et al. 2012) . No other records are available in mainland India. In Andaman and Nicobar Islands, the occurrence was restricted to Nicobar group of Islands isolated in Northern Nicobar Island (Car Nicobar), Central Nicobar Islands (Bompoka, Tarasa, Trinkat, Tillanchong, Katchal, Kamorta, Nancowry) and Southern Nicobar Islands (Little Nicobar, Menchal and Great Nicobar) (Das 1999, Vijayakumar and David 2006) .
Previous records from Nicobar Islands
Previously the Reticulated python was recorded by few researchers from Nicobar Islands (Blyth 1846 , Biswas and Sanyal 1977 , 1980 , Daniel 1983 , Bhaskar and Rao 1992 , Das 1999 , Whitaker and Captain 2004 , Vijayakumar and David 2006 . In 2006, four individuals were observed (Vijayakumar and David 2006) , but there was no more information added in their literature about sightings in Great Nicobar Island. Pythons were considered as an uncommon and rare encountered species in India also to the Nicobar Islands (Daniel 1983 , Sharma 2003 , Whitaker and Captain 2004 , Vijayakumar and David 2006 . Besides, a very few observations on the anthropogenic pressure was noticed previously by Bhaskar and Rao (1992) and Vijayakumar and David (2006) . Pythons considered relatively rare appearance to have declined due to frequent eradication by habitat destruction (Vijayakumar and David 2006) . Presently threats are increased against faunal communities by anthropogenic pressure.
Observation and discussion
A very few observations was made before and after tsunami from these Islands. Although, no single individual of python sighting in Menchal Island after 2004 tsunami (Chandi 2006 in Great Nicobar Island (Fig. 1a) , it was found near to human settlements visited for feeding chicks.
People were tried to kill the snake (Fig. 1b, occasionally entered into human settlements, paddy fields, hills, rocks (Bourret 1936 , Mehrtens 1987 ).
Thus, they supposed to have a tendency to live near human habitation for survival.
Threats and conservation
Reticulated python was considered as threatened species in India (Tikader 1983) because they used as a food and viewed as pest; hence they were killed wherever encountered by the people (Vijayakumar and David 2006) . The snakes have been already over-exploited for its skin and flesh by local settlers and natives that may lead to its present status as an endangered species (Bhaskar and Rao 1992) . In Southeast Asian countries like Indonesia, Malaysia, Lao and Philippines, pythons are traded for leather industries (Shine et al. 1999 , Fredriksson 2005 . But there was no evidence of exporting of python skin was seen in Great Nicobar Island. This Island, two native tribes are living (Shompens and Nicobari) in this island and they are hunting large pythons for meat (Chandi 2006, Vijayakumar and David 2006) . Nowadays Nicobari people are well modernized, involving cultivation of agriculture and fishing rather than hunting activities. Shompens and a few settlers are continuously involved in hunting activities. Apart from Pythons, and other wild animals like wild boar (Sus scrofa nicobaricus), saltwater crocodile (Crocodylus porosus), water monitor lizard (Varanus salvator) and all species of pigeons are hunted especially for food as meat and a few medicinal purposes. Reticulated Python protected under the Indian Wildlife (Protection) Act 1972, listed as Schedule-I, Part-II (Anonymous 1972) also it was listed in Appendix-II in CITES, but not evaluated in IUCN Red list (Groombridge and Luxmoore 1991, Auliya et al. 2002) . Besides, the aboriginal tribes of Andaman and Nicobar Islands are exempted from Wildlife (Protection) Act 1972 under section 56 they have hunting rights in India (Anonymous 1972) . Hence an effective measures to be taken to control the hunting activities against this vulnerable species through awareness program in this ecologically sensitive areas. 
CONCLUSION
Further population census is an urgent requirement for this threatened species. Moreover, species specific management practice, initiation of community interaction programs at local and regional level to improve reptile conservation in this biome.
